
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 8, 2021 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, 
 
On behalf of ReadyNation, we are writing to share both enthusiasm and concerns regarding the 
May Revise budget proposal.  
 
ReadyNation California is a network of over 300 business leaders who support policies and 
programs that build a stronger workforce and economy. Our business leader members believe 
that we must invest in our future workforce from cradle to career. This includes programs in 
early childhood care and education, K-12  and post-secondary education, including after-school 
programs, integrated services like community schools, and ending the digital divide in California. 
We applaud the budget investments that reflect many of our priorities, particularly those related 
to community schools, broadband access, increased investments in after-school programs, and 
investments in higher education.  
 
Nevertheless, one of our overarching priorities is the vital impact that access to high-quality 
early education has on our children, our communities, and the economy. In this capacity, the 
May Revise budget falls short, and without immediate attention could lead to devastating 
impacts in California’s 0-3 child care system.  
 
Investing in accessible, affordable, and high-quality child care is critical to our next generation’s 
future success. ReadyNation is committed to advocating for increased investments in 
California’s early childhood education system because: 
 

● Prioritizing early childhood education and care in the state budget will help 
address the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on our workforce. A 
recent survey by the Federal Reserve Board revealed that over 1 in 5 (22%) of all 
parents surveyed were not working or working less because of a lack of child care or 
disruptions to in-person schooling, with mothers - particularly mothers of color - 
indicating that they were not working or working less because of these disruptions. The 
California child care industry has also been severely impacted, with 8,500 licensed child 
care sites shutting down since the beginning of the public health crisis. These small 
businesses are the backbone of success for families, the community, and our economy, 
with many earning less than $5 per hour, which is unacceptable. We must value the 
essential role they play, and as a state we must fund our values in our budget. 
 

● Prioritizing early childhood education and care in the state budget would help 
revitalize our economy by putting people back to work and businesses back in 
action. A 2019 ReadyNation report revealed that, prior to the pandemic, a lack of 
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accessible child care for working parents of young children, ages 0-3, resulted in up to 
$9.1 billion in lost earnings, productivity, and revenue for California each year. 
Nationally, the cost is an estimated $57 billion. These losses impact families, 
businesses, and taxpayers - families lose an average of $3,350 per working parent, in 
lost earnings and in more time looking for work, businesses lose an average of $1,150 
per working parent in reduced revenue and in extra hiring costs, while taxpayers lose an 
average of $630 per working parent in lower income tax and sales tax revenue.  

 
For a strong and equitable economic recovery that benefits everyone, state policymakers must 
prioritize child care. ReadyNation is part of the California ECE Coalition and supports the 
coalition’s state budget requests that include: 
 

● increasing provider reimbursement rates,  
● increased investments in subsidized child care, 
● waiving copayments or fees for low-income families in childcare, and  
● investing in technology 

 
You are in a unique position this year to make huge and lasting changes that will impact 
families, our community, and our economy for generations to come. The California legislature 
recognizes the importance of these issues and we now ask you to prioritize access to 
affordable, high-quality infant and toddler care in the 2021-2022 state budget. Together, we can 
continue to build our economic growth and sustain prosperity for all of California.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and commitment to investing in our future. 
 
Sincerely,  

Sonia Arreguin, CEO, Central 
California Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 

Jesse Ben-Ron, Vice President of 
Workforce Development, Orange 
County Business Council  

Susan Bonilla, CEO, California 
Pharmacists Association 

Amy Buckmaster, CEO, Chamber 
San Mateo County 

Laura Cabanero, Office Manager, 
California Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 

Kevin Joseph Cullinan, CIC, 
Branch Manager, Bass Underwriters  

Angelov Farooq, CEO, AVM 
Innovation Consulting 

Jonathan Fearn, Managing Director 
of Development, Greystar 

Rosanne Foust, CEO and 
President, San Mateo County 
Economic Development 

Daniela Gasparini, Head of 
Company, Gasparini-Beals 
Consulting 

Jeffrey Gee, Vice President, 
Swinerton Management and 
Consulting 

Giselle Hale, Chief Operating 
Officer, Political Data Inc. 

Lanny Kimsey, Senior Consultant, 
Microsoft 

Christina Montalvo, Board Member, 
South Gate Chamber of Commerce 

Luis Moran, CEO, TortaMovil 
 

Liza Normandy, CEO, South San 
Francisco Chamber 

Laura Parmer-Lohan, Chief of Staff, 
Amgen 

Josh Pierry, CEO & Founder, 
Pierry, Inc. 

Latavia Piñeda, Southern California 
Outreach Manager, Small Business 
Majority 
 

Adam Rak, Senior Director, 
Corporate Development, Trustwave 

 

The above signatories lend their names in an individual capacity only, not as a company 
representation. Company/organization names are included for informational purposes only 


