
 

 
 

June 3, 2021 

 

Governor Newsom 

Office of Governor Gavin Newsom 

1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

  

RE: Child Care Rates are Essential to California’s Economic Recovery 

  

Dear Governor Newsom, 

  

Early Childhood OC and its 37 collaborative agencies are committed to our state’s economic recovery ahead 

and building resilience across our communities. Our organization is dedicated to working across sectors to 

build resilient families, ensure quality early learning opportunities, and provide a comprehensive health and 

development system of care so that Orange County attains economic and social benefits for years to come.  

  

As Californians increasingly return to work, it is essential to recognize child care services as a critical 

component to our shared goals of economic recovery.  Including child care reimbursement rate reform in 

the final FY 2021-22 State Budget will be critical to expanding child care access now and investing in 

our economic recovery ahead. 

  

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the indispensable need for child care in this state. When we first sheltered 

in place, many essential workers struggled to find reliable and safe care to ensure they could show up to work 

consistently to fight COVID-19 and serve our communities. As schools were operated virtually, child care 

remained open and enrolled more school-aged children to support families who could not work remotely. Now, 

with our eyes on economic recovery ahead, our state will again rely on child care as people return to offices 

and businesses re-open. 

  

However, thousands of child care small businesses shuttered during the pandemic, further exacerbating 

California’s pre-pandemic child care crisis. To that end, the final state budget must include increases to 

provider reimbursement rates to adequately re-build the child care supply that our economic recovery hinges 

on. Specifically, we align our ask with the ECE Coalition and request that California enact reimbursement rate 

reform and immediately adopt the 85th percentile of the 2018 Regional Market Rate survey in the FY 2021-22 

state budget. Failing to take action on child care reimbursement rates will stymie California’s economic 

recovery ahead. 

 

We applaud your bold action outlined in the May Revise to address inequality, promote equity, and build a 

stronger California.  We hope to see similar bold and historic action in the child care side of the budget. Thank 

you for your leadership and unwavering commitment to California’s youngest children. 

  

Sincerely, 

  
Sandy Avzaradel, MS. Ed. 

Director 

  

https://app.box.com/s/0zjld724msv9e517p6ndqxd36yfcuata

